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hese pictures most likely were taken in spring of 1943 by my father Augustyn Peretsky and were 
probably taken in Chortkiw in Western Ukraine. They depict rallies for the formation of Division 
Galizien (SS Division Galizien, a Ukrainian division in the German army developed in spring 1943). 
Caught between Soviet and Nazi regimes in what some historians call the “Bloodlands of Europe,” 

a phrase coined by Timothy Snyder author of Bloodlands Europe between Hitler and Stalin (Snyder), 
individuals were placed and forced in a precarious situation (Snyder). Neither regime was benevolent to 
the indigenous population. Many joined independent partisan groups that fought for their 
independence and the defense of their communities. The Ukrainian Insurgent Army (UIA) was also 
formed in 1943 as a national partisan force and fought both Soviet and German forces (“Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army”). Augustyn Peretsky as a merchant supplied UIA with supplies such as building 
materials.  

Historical Notes 

It is no coincidence that Western Ukraine has been 

included in what is referred to as the “Bloodlands of 

Europe.” Out of my father’s high school graduating class 

more than half perished during World War II. It is also no 

coincidence that both the Soviets and Germans 

conscripted everyone they possibly could.  In essence, 

fellow countrymen were fighting each other. Loyalty was 

always in question to either regime. There were 

instances of individuals deserting one regime to be later 

conscripted into the other.   

T 

View of Chortkiw, Ukraine 

Ukrainians march in streets at 1943 rallies. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Map_of_Ukraine_political_simple_Oblast_Ternopil.png
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The following excerpt from the article “Ukrainian-German Collaboration during World War II” in 
Wikipedia addresses issues how the Ukraine dealt with Soviet occupation. 

 
 . . . The history, composition, and function of the SS Galizien are a topic of contentious debate among 
scholars still today. Some have held that  these man volunteered eagerly for war against the Soviets, 
claiming that as evidence of active support of Nazi Germany while others claim that a least some of them 
were victims of compulsory conscription as Germany suffered defeat [German surrender at Stalingrad, 
February 1943] and lost manpower on the eastern front. 

 

 
SS Division Galizien  
 
Given the history of the Soviet occupation between 1939 and 1941 that included executions, the forced 
deportation to the gulags, persecution of priests, confiscation of private property, and collectivization of 
farming, the populace of Western Ukraine having been provided with the means of defending 
themselves, chose what some have interpreted as collaboration with the enemy. The SS Division 
“Galizien” was formed to fight the Soviets. 
 

 

 
 

Ukrainian and Nazi  symbols displayed at a 1943 rally.  

Local people support SS Galizien march in 1943. 

Speakers  at 1943 rally. 

Gathering for a rally.  Street rally gathering. 
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SS Galizien 

The following is an excerpts are from articles in Wikipedia: 
 

 “14
th

 Waffen Grenadier Division of the SS (1
st

 
Ukrainian)” in Wikipedia:    

 
    Germans made two political concessions: 
It was stipulated that the division shall not 
be used to fight Western Allies, and would 
be used exclusively to “fight Bolsheviks.” The 
other concession was in that its oath of 
allegiance to Hitler was conditional on the 

fight against Bolshevism and in the fact that Christian  
(mostly Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church and Ukrainian Orthodox) chaplains were integrated into 
the units and allowed to function. . . .  
The later condition was instituted at the insistence of the division’s organizers in order to 

minimize the risk of Nazi demoralization amongst the 
soldiers. Indeed, Nazi indoctrination was absent within 
the division. . . . In July [of 1944] the division was sent 
to the area of Brody, where heavy combat was under 
way, . . . [.] Together with six under-strength German 
infantry  divisions, the Galicia Division was responsible 
for holding a frontage of approximately 80 kilometers. . 
. . On 13 July, Soviet forces under the command of 
Marshal Ivan Konev launched their attack. By the next 
day, they routed a German division to the north of the 
13

th
 Corps and swept back an attempted German 

counter attack. . . Despite the severity of the fighting, 
the division maintained its discipline and most of its 

members were ultimately able to break out of the 
encirclement. Of the approximately 11,000 Galician 
soldiers deployed at Brody, about 3,000 were able to 
almost immediately re-enter the division. 
Approximately 7,400 were posted as "Missing in 
combat." Soviet statistics give the German losses at 
Brody as 2 Generals, 30,000 men killed and 17,000 
captured (which was more than the number in the 
entire Corps). . . .  
    The 3000 survivors of the Galician Division were used 
as a nucleus for the rebuilt 14

th
 SS division. Those that 

were captured were either executed or sent to slave-
labor camps. Approximately 2,000+ are thought to have 
joined up with the Ukrainian Insurgent Army. The 
Germans rebuilt the division over several months using 
reserve units. From the end of September 1944, the 
division was used against the Slovak National Uprising. . 
. . .Jan Stanislav, director of the National Uprising 
Museum in Slovakia, denied that the division or that 
Ukrainians took part in any brutalities committed 
against the Slovak people at this time. . . .  From 1 April 
until the end of the war, with a strength of 14,000 
combat troops and 8,000 soldiers in a Training and 
Replacement Regiment, the division fought against the 
Red Army in the region of Graz in Austria where in early 
April it seized the castle and village of Glechenberg 

S.S. Galizien 

Many young women and teens were conscripted to work In Germany for the war effort. 
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from the Soviet forces (including elite Soviet airborne troops from the 3
rd

 Guards Airborne 
Division). . . . The Division suffered heavy casualties while in Austria, with an estimated 1,600 
killed or wounded. . . . The Division surrendered to British and US forces by May 1945. 
 
 άUkrainian Insurgent Army (UIA)” . . . 
 
     [The UIA] was a large and well organized Ukrainian nationalist military and later partisan army 
that engaged in a series of guerilla conflicts during World War II against Nazi Germany, the Soviet 
Union, Czechoslovakia, and both Underground and Communist Poland. . . . After the end of 
World War II, the [UIA] remained active and fought the People’s Republic of Poland until 1947 
and against the Soviet Union until 1949. Among the anti-Nazi resistance movements, it was 
unique in that it had no significant foreign support. Its growth and strength were a reflection of 
the popularity it enjoyed among the people of Western Ukraine. . . . Anti-German actions were 
limited to situations where the Germans attacked the Ukrainian population or UIA units. Indeed, 
according to German Eastern Front General Ernst Kostring, UIA fighters “fought almost 
exclusively against German administrative agencies, the German police and the SS in their quest 
to establish an independent Ukraine controlled by neither Moscow nor Germany.” . . . Beginning 
in 1943, the UIA adapted a policy of massacring and expelling the Polish population of Volhynia 
and Eastern Galicia. This was done as retribution to similar actions from the Polish side a year 
before when 400 Ukrainian nationals were slain near the city of Chelm by the Polish partisans. . .  
.After Galicia had been taken over by the Red Army, many units of UIA abandoned the anti-Polish 
course of action and some even began cooperating with local Polish anti-communist resistance 
against the Soviets and the NKVD. . . .  [NKVD: “Narodnyy komissariat vnutrennikh del”: Russian public and 

secret police organization of the Soviet Union that directly executed the rule of power of the Soviets, including political 

repression, during the era of Joseph Stalin.] In March 1944 UIA insurgents mortally wounded front 
commander Army General Nikolai Vatutin who led the liberation of Kiev. Several weeks later an 
NKVD battalion was annihilated by the UIA near Rivne. This began a full-scale operation in the 
spring of 1944 involving 30,000 Soviet troops against UIA in Volyn. In November 1944 
Khrushchev [Chief Administrator in Ukraine at the time] launched the first of several large-scale 
assaults on the UIA throughout Western Ukraine…Despite the heavy losses, as late as summer of 
1945 many battalion-size UIA units still continued to control and administer large areas of 
territory in Western Ukraine. . . . After Germany surrendered in May 1945, the Soviets authorities 
turned their attention to insurgencies taking place in Ukraine and the Baltic. . . . Mass arrests of 
suspected UIA informants or family members were conducted; between February 1944 and May 
1946 over 250,000 people were arrested in Western Ukraine. Those arrested typically 
experienced beatings or other violence. Those suspected of being UIA members underwent 
torture; (reports exist of some prisoners being burned alive. . . . Mutilated corpses of captured 
rebels were put on public display. Ultimately, between 1944 and 1952 as many as 600,000 
people may have been arrested in Western Ukraine, with about one third executed and the rest 
imprisoned or exiled . . . . The turning point in the struggle against UIA came in 1947, when the 
Soviets established an intelligence gathering network within the UIA and shifted the focus of 
their action from mass terror to infiltration and espionage. . . . The Soviet authorities tried to win 
over the local population by making significant economic investment in Western Ukraine, and by 
setting up rapid reaction groups in many regions to combat the UIA. . . . The UIA leader, Roman 
Shukhevych, was killed during an ambush near Lvov on March 5, 1950. Although sporadic UIA 
activity continued until the mid-1950s, after Shukhevysh’s death the UIA rapidly lost its fighting 
capability. 
 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secret_police
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_Union
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_political_repressions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soviet_political_repressions
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Stalin
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1948 PROTEST RALLIES AGAINST FORCED REPATRIATION 

Protest pictures against forced repatriation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 My father Augustyn Peretksy took these pictures on January 22, 1948 at Frieman refugee camp located 

in the American zone of occupied Germany.  

The pictures show the protest 

against the arrival of Soviet 

representatives whose mission 

was to convince refugees to return 

to their native lands. Given the 

history of Soviet occupation and 

rule, the protesters were afraid to 

return to a tyrannical regime that 

would most likely send them to a 

gulag or execution squad.  

 

 

 

 

1948: Protest against Forced Repatriation 
 

Frieman Refugee Camp in American Zone of occupied Germany January 22, 1948. 
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The protest became violent with the 

destruction of the representatives’ vehicle 

and threat to their well being. Some of the 

pictures show American troops escorting and 

protecting the Soviet representatives. Other 

pictures show their destroyed vehicle and the 

signs of the protesters.  

 

 

 

 

Historical Notes 

The Soviet policy of eliminating any individual or 

organization that was hostile or deemed as a 

possible threat to their rule extended beyond 

their borders. Agents were sent to assassinate 

individuals in parts of Europe where these 

individuals were residing. Red Army POW’s were 

to be punished for falling into enemy hands and a 

repressive policy of executing or sending 

individuals to concentration camps thought of as 

collaborators with the Nazis was instituted. It 

took the Allies some time to realize the injustice 

and the consequences of forced repatriation to 

the Soviets. 

  

American troops escort and protect Soviet representatives  

 

tǊƻǘŜǎǘƻǊǎ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ {ƻǾƛŜǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŜƭƭ ōŜƛƴƎΦ 

 

Protest sign:  “Death to the Enemy [Stalin] of the Nation!” 
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Issues of Repatriation  
 
The following excerpt from the article “Repatriation of Cossacks after World War II” found in Wikipedia 

explains the issues faced by Ukrainians: 

     The Repatriation of Cossacks after WW2, also known as the Betrayal of the Cossacks, the 
Tragedy of Drau or the Massacre of Cossacks at Lienz, refers to the forced repatriation to USSR of 
the Cossacks and ethnic Russians who were allies of Nazi Germany during the Second World War. 
. . . The repatriations were agreed to in Yalta Conference; most of the repatriated people were 
Soviet citizens, although some claimed to have left Russia before the end of the Russian Civil 
War, or to have left Russia before the Russian Civil War, or to have been born abroad. . . . The 
Cossacks who fought the Allies did not see their war service as treason to the Russian 
motherland, but as an episode in the Russian Revolution of 1917 --- their continuing fight against 
the Communist Government in Moscow. . . . The Cossacks who remained in Russia [after the 
1917 Russian Revolution] endured more than a decade of continual repression, e.g. the 
proportioning of the lands of the Terek, Ural, and Semirechye hosts, forced cultural assimilation 
(i.e., the Ukrainianization of the Kuban Host, and the repression of the Russian Orthodox Church), 
deportation, and ultimately, the Soviet famine of 1932-1934. . . . The agreements of Yalta and 
Tehran Conferences, signed by President Roosevelt, Premier Joseph Stalin, and Prime Minister 
Churchill. . . . Stalin obtained Allied agreement to the repatriation of every Soviet citizen held 
prisoner because they feared that the Soviets either might delay or refuse repatriation of the 
Allied POW’s whom the Red Army had liberated from the Nazi POW camps. . . . On 28 May 1945, 
the British army transported 2,046 disarmed Cossack officers and generals . . . to a nearby Red 
Army held town. There they were handed over to the Red Army commanding general, who 
ordered them tried for treason. . . . Nonetheless, some were executed immediately. . . .On 1 June 
1945, the British placed 32,000 Cossacks (with their women and children) into trains and trucks, 
and delivered them to the Red Army for repatriation to the USSR, like repatriations occurred that 
year in the American occupation zones in Austria and Germany. Most Cossacks were sent to the 
gulags in far northern Russia and many died. . . . Upon discovering they would be repatriated, 
many escaped, some probably aided by their Allied captors; some passively resisted and others 
committed suicide. 

 
This excerpt from the article “Displaced Persons Camps” published in Wikipedia clarifies further the 

plight of the Ukrainian people. 

    A displaced persons camp or DP camp is a temporary facility for displaced persons coerced into 
forced migration. The term is mainly used for camps established after World War II in West 
Germany and in Austria, as well as in the United Kingdom, primarily for refugees from Eastern 
Europe - the majority of them being Jews - and for the former inmates of the Nazi German 
concentration camps. Even two years after the end of World War II in Europe, some 850,000 
people still lived in DP camps across Western Europe, among them Armenians, Poles, Latvians, 
Lithuanians, Estonians, Yugoslavs, Greeks, Ukrainians and Czechoslovaks. . . . Combat operations, 
ethnic cleansing, genocide, and general fear resulted in millions of people being uprooted from 
their original homes in the course of World War II, becoming displaced. Estimates for the number 
of displaced persons varies from 11 million to as many as 20 million. The majority were inmates 
of Nazi concentration camps, Labor camps, and prisoner-of-war camps that were freed by the 
Allied armies. In portions of Eastern Europe, both civilians and military personnel fled their home 
countries in fear of advancing Soviet armies, who were preceded by widespread reports of mass 
rape, pillaging, looting, and murder. . . many could not  return for fear of political persecution or 
retribution for perceived (or actual) collaboration with Axis powers. Optimal solutions were 
elusive for a large minority. . . . Over one million refugees could not be repatriated to their 
original countries and were left homeless as a result of fear of persecution. These included: 
ethnic or religious groups that were likely to be persecuted in their countries of origin. These 
included a large number of Jews and others: Poles and some Czechs - who feared persecution by 
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the communist regimes installed in home countries by the Soviet Army, in particular those from 
eastern provinces that had been totally incorporated into the Soviet Union; Estonians, 
Lithuanians and Latvians, whose homelands had been invaded in 1940 by the Soviet Union, and 
remained occupied after the war; Croatians and Slovenians, and some Serbs who feared 
persecution by the communist government set up by Josip Broz Tito, [and] in a portend to the 
Cold War, individuals who simply wanted to avoid living under a communist regime. 

  
fAMILY AND FRIENDS  

 Above:  Dr. Rouppert escaped the Nazis after the invasion of 1939. He made it to England. He is professor and mentor of Olena Perecky (my mother). 
Many professors and educated persons were arrested and deported. 
 
Below:  Lunka (standing) is Jewish girlhood friend of Olena). She and her family were taken to concentration camps. Seated in foreground:  Olena and 
Lunka’s sister Nusia.  



9 

 

  

Truskevetz, Ukraine, 1921: Olena (Poplowski) Perecky in foreground. Her aunt Janina Milko (left - wife of Julian Milko (right – Konstancia’s 

brother). Konstancia (Milko) Poplowski (right – Olena’s mother), and Leszek Poplowski (right - Olena’s brother). 
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Olena (Poplowski) Perecky school photo. 

First Holy Communion: Olena (Poplowski) Perecky, age 10. 

Vienna: Olena (Poplowski) Perecky in foreground, 8 
years old. Her family stayed in Vienna during 
World War I. 

1913: Olena (Poplowski) Perecky, age 6 with her mother, Konstancia Poplowski. 
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Olena (Poplowski)Perecky (upper left) - 8th Gymnasium, Lviv in 1929. 

1925: Olena and Jewish girlfriends Lunka and Nusia Roth (sisters), Zosia, and 
Lucas sisters play. 
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Olena Perecky, 1935 

Olena having survived great challenges still smiles.  

Olena Perecky, 1940’s 
Olena Perecky, 1950’s 

Olena Perecky, 1960’s 
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